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GIS and Me...and you
Alysha Baratta, Product Manager



My 
background

BA - International 
Studies

MA - Human 
Geography & GIS

Working in the 
“Tech for Good” 
space

Sha
msa-->

My assistant Shamsa



Who is 
PeaceGeeks?

PeaceGeeks is a Vancouver-based 
non-profit organization that builds 
digital tools to empower communities 
in the pursuit of peace. 

Learn more at peacegeeks.org
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ARRIVAL ADVISOR 

Improving settlement for 
immigrants and refugees, 
through: 

● access to information and 
services

● access to career mentorship 

http://peacegeeks.org


Situating the 
work

God Grew Tired of Us (2006)
https://youtu.be/DYCA6g9bNg0 

https://youtu.be/DYCA6g9bNg0


Maps for 
bad

Apps can be well made, with perfect code, and 
sound hypothetically awesome.

But they are completely useless if they don’t 
provide value to the user. Or worse, they can 
be actively harmful.

SAME WITH MAPS !!!



Maps for 
good -
Ushahidi

Open source map platform used for 
humanitarian projects around the world:
https://www.ushahidi.com/in-action/deployments 

https://www.ushahidi.com/in-action/deployments


Maps for 
good -
Services 
Advisor

https://turkey.servicesadvisor.org/en 

https://turkey.servicesadvisor.org/en
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Arrival Advisor 
is a free app that helps immigrants 
and refugees in BC and Manitoba find 
information and services to plan their 
settlement journey.

Learn more at arrivaladvisor.ca

English
Français
عربي
简体中文

繁體中文

فارسی
한국어

ਪੰਜਾਬੀ
Tagalog
українська

Available in:
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User locations in 
the last 7 days
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+10 more
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Maps for 
good -
Arrival
Advisor
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<-Manitoba colour 
scheme



Want to be 
a part of it?

Volunteer opportunities for the 
summer!

● Digital marketing position
● Content editing in:

○ Chinese (Traditional or Simplified)
○ French
○ Korean
○ Punjabi
○ Tagalog



Thanks!

alysha@peacegeeks.org
Arrivaladvisor.ca

@PeaceGeeks

mailto:alysha@peacegeeks.org

